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CAREER

Find Link on Crosscutting Programs Page

• NSF’s most prestigious awards in support of 
junior faculty exemplifying the role of teacher- 
scholar

• Enhances and emphasizes the importance of 
balanced academic careers

• Career development plan to integrate research and 
education

Faculty Early Career Development Program 
NSF 08-557
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CAREER

• ELIGIBILTY:
– As of Directorate Deadline

• Hold doctorate in field supported by NSF
• Be untenured
• Not previously received an NSF PECASE or CAREER 

award
• Have not competed more than two times in NSF CAREER 

Program

– As of October 1 of submission year be employed
• In a tenure-track (or equivalent) position at US academic 

institution or US non-profit, non-degree granting 
organization

• As an Assistant Professor (or equivalent)
ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS WITH or WITHOUT 

TENURE ARE NOT ELIGIBLE
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CAREER

• SIZE
– Lower Limit $400K (total)
– Upper Limit - non specified
– BIO Directorate: $500K (total) minimum

• DURATION
– 5 Years

• SUPPLEMENTS
– Standard NSF supplements (see GPG)

• PECASE
– HONORARY ONLY
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CAREER

• DEPARTMENTAL ENDORSEMENT LETTER: 
(About One Page)

– Returned without Review if Missing

• LETTERS OF COMMITMENT/COLLABORATION 
(if needed):

• Short
• Describe collaborative efforts
• Not recommendation/endorsement
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CAREER

• DEADLINES:
– July 22, 2010 for MPS, GEO, SBE, OPP
– July 21, 2010 for ENG
– July 20, 2010 for BIO, CISE, EHR

• FASTLANE Submission
– Help desk: 1-800-673-6188

• GRANTS.GOV Submission
– Grants.gov User Support: 1-800-518-4826
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Talk to Your Program Officer

•Find best research placement for your 
proposal
•Find out how CAREER proposals are 
handled in that Division
•Find out practices in that Division

– Example: expectations for education and 
outreach component vary across MPS and NSF
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Directorate for 
Mathematical and Physical Sciences



Kathy McCloud: kmcloud@nsf.gov

PHY Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/physics
Most Have Target Date: Sept. 24, 2009
PIF, Plasma Target Date: Oct. 22, 2009
Physics of Living Systems: DEADLINE:  July 31, 2009

CHECK TARGET DATES/DEADLINES

Physics Division

Elementary
Particle Physics

Theoretical
Physics

Nuclear Physics

Atomic Nuclear

Elementary 
Particle

Math-Phys

Astro/Cosm

Physics at the 
Information Frontier

Particle/Nuclear
Astrophysics

Education and 
Interdisciplinary

Physics Frontiers
Centers

Physics of 
Living Systems

Gravitational Wave 
Physics

Theory

Experiment

Both

AMO Plasma
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Division of Materials Research

• Individual Investigator Programs
– Condensed Matter Physics
– Condensed Matter and Materials Theory
– Biomaterials
– Solid-State and Materials Chemistry
– Polymers 
– Metallic Materials and Nanostructures
– Ceramics
– Electronic and Photonic Materials
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Before You Place Pen to Paper

• Search the Award Database
• Investigate Program Websites
• Read Appropriate Solicitation
• Contact the Program Director 

– One or two paragraph describing projects

– Possible phone call to talk about the project

• Possible co-review if inter/cross- 
disciplinary
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Finding Information

Award Search on http://www.nsf.gov
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Award Search

Boolean
<AND>
<OR>

<NOT>
“correlated electrons”
(A<AND>B)<NOT>C
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Award Search

Program(s)
Award Info
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Award Search

Program Info
Co-Fund Info
Abstract

Program Director

Division

Directorate

Funding Programs
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Finding Information

Directorate Pages from http://www.nsf.gov
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Finding Information

Division Pages
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Finding Information

Program Pages
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Finding Information

Program Information
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Crosscutting Programs
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Crosscutting Programs
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Learn the Review Process

Contact Program Director in Your 
Research Area and Volunteer to:

• Serve as a panelist
• Be an ad hoc mail reviewer
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